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Referral of proposed action

What is a referral?

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) provides for the
protection of the environment, especially matters of national environmental significance (NES). Under the
EPBC Act, a person must not take an action that has, will have, or is likely to have a significant impact on
any of the matters of NES without approval from the Australian Government Environment Minister. To obtain
approval from the Environment Minister, a proposed action should be referred. The purpose of a referral is
to obtain a decision on whether your proposed action will need formal assessment and approval under the
EPBC Act,

Your referral will be the principal basis for the Minister's decision as to whether approval is necessary and, If
so, the type of assessment that will be taken. These decisions are made within 20 business days, provided
that sufficient information is provided in the referral.

Who can make a referral?

Referrals may be made by a person proposing to take an action, the Commonwealth or a Commonwealth
agency, a state or territory government, or agency, provided that the relevant government or agency has
administrative responsibilities relating to the action.

When do I need to make a referral?
A referral must be made for actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the following matters
protected by Part 3 of the EPBC Act:
o World Heritage properties (sections 12 and 15A)
o National Heritage places (sections 15B and 15C)
o Wetlands of international importance (sections 16 and 17B)
e Listed threatened species and communities (sections 18 and 18A)
¢ Listed migratory species (sections 20 and 20A)
e Protection of the environment from nuclear actions (sections 21 and 22A)
o Commonwealth marine environment (sections 23 and 24A)
o The environment, if the action involves Commonwealth land (sections 26 and 27A), including:
e  actions that are likely to have a significant impact on the environment of Commonwealth land
(even if taken outside Commonwealth land);
e actions taken on Commonwealth land that may have a significant impact on the environment
generally;
s The environment, if the action is taken by the Commonwealth (section 28)
s Commonwealth Heritage places outside the Australian jurisdiction (sections 27B and 27C)

You may still make a referral if you believe your action is not going to have a significant impact, or if you are
unsure, This will provide a greater level of certainty that Commonwealth assessment requirements have
been met.

To help you decide whether or not your proposed action requires approval (and therefore, if you should

make a referral), the following guidance is available from the Department’s web site:

o the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 — Matters of National Environmental
Significance. Additional sectoral guidelines are also available.

o the Policy Statement titled Significant Impact Guidelines 1.2 - Actions on, or impacting upon,
Commonwealth land, and actions by Commonwealth agencies.

o the interactive map tool (enter a location to obtain a report on what matters of NES may occur in that
location).
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