Your Ref. 200974911

Qur Ref: DMS#3186586
Enquiries: Heath Lang
Telephone: (08) 2424 1807

15 December 2009

WA and SA Section

Environment Assessment Branch

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
GPO Box 787

CANBERRA ACT 2601

Dear Sir/fMadam,

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
EPBC 2009/4911 — MILYEANNUP WIND FARM

This letter is in response to your request for additional information, as detailed in your
letter to us dated 22 September 2009 and the Controlled Action determination of 17
September 2009.

Verve Energy maintains its previously stated position that the Milyeannup wind farm
proposal will not have a significant impact on listed threatened species and communities
and is meeting its obligations under the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999. This position is supported by its original referral and subsequent
correspondence with your department (attached). However we provide the following
information and answers to your requests for further information contained in your 22
September 2009 letter (repeated in bold italics below for each item).

It should also be noted that since referring this project to DEWHA, the Western
Australian Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has assessed the Milyeannup Wind
Farm and determined on 20 July 2009 that the project would not be formally assessed at
_ State level ("Not Assessed — Managed under Part V of the EP Act (Clearing)”).
Furthermore the EPA provided final public advice on 25 August 2009, which addressed
factors of native vegetation, threatened (priority) fauna, and noise. Copies of relevant
correspondence are attached.

Verve Energy considers that clearing is most appropriately managed under the WA
Environmental Profection Act 1986 (EP Act), which will address concerns raised
regarding the relevant nationally threatened species, which are also considered
threatened at a state level. Verve Energy submitted an Application for a Clearing Permit
(purpose permit) on 22™ October 2009 to the WA Department of Environment and
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-.Conservation, and this application is currently being assessed. This Application will be
assessed against Schedule 5 — Principles of clearing native vegetation of the EPA and it
is understood this may include consideration of the need for mitigation measures
(including appropriate environmental offsets) as a condition of the clearing permit.

1. Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo, Baudin’s Black Cockatoo and Forrest Red-tailed
Black Cockatoo habitat

Whilst the Forrest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo is included in your letter, no sightings of this
cockatoo occurred during any field surveys of the proposal site as reported in the
Milyeannup Wind Farm Terrestrial Fauna Survey report by Biota Environmental Sciences
(Biota 2009a) submitted with our referral in May 2009. This cockatoo species may visit
the area, as there have been confirmed sightings in the past in the Scott River area (ref
section 4.3.2 of Biota 2009a), but it has not been recorded from the wind farm site.

1. i. Within the project site, please provide information (including maps showing
locations} which identifies:
a) The number, location and species of trees with a depth by breast
height of 500mm or greater which are suitable for Carnaby’s Black
Cockatoo, Baudins Black Cockatoo and Forrest Red-tailed Black
Cockatoo breeding;

Suitable cockatoo breeding trees as described above are only found in one small area on
the wind farm site as shown on Figure 5.2' of the Fauna report (Biota 2009a) as an
Exclusion Zone. It is also shown as site location MIL10* on Figure 4.1 of the Biota Flora
and Vegetation Survey (Biota 2009b) also submitted with our referral in May 2009. The
number of suitable breeding trees have not been individually surveyed because they are
confined to this one area (~6.2 Ha) and no wind farm construction works will occur in this

area.
1. i. b) Which of these trees are likely to be cleared. -

As advised in our referral and described above, none of these trees will be cleared
because the wind farm has been designed to avoid them (Exclusion Zone).

We refer you again to pages 33, 34 (section 4.3.1), 38-41 (section 5.2.2) of the Fauna
report (Biota 2009a) for details on the threatened fauna species survey findings and
impacts of habitat removal.

2. Mitigation measures

i Please detail what mitigation measures (including appropriate offsets)
you propose to undertake to compensate for the loss of habitat
through vegetation clearance, including:

a) Onsite mitigation measures and/or appropriate offsets you
propose to undertake to compensate for the total loss of habitat
through vegetation clearance;

! Also shown as Figures 7.2 and 5.1 respectively of the Biota Environmental Impact Assessment report (Biota 2009¢)
submitted with our referral. This report also discusses the impact of the proposal on the black cockatoo species
(section 7.2).
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We refer you to our statements in section 3.1(d) “Listed Threatened Species and
Ecological Communities” and section 4 “Measures to avoid or reduce impacts” of the
original referral document submitted.

Up to 42 ha of vegetation is proposed to be cleared for construction of the wind farm.
After construction, at least 18 ha of the 42 ha will be rehabilitated. The remaining 24 ha
cleared will have permanent gravel roads and hardstands and other wind farm
infrastructure on it.

As previously submitted to DEWHA, the area that will remain cleared (up to 24 ha)
represents a very small loss of habitat at the smallest spatial scale of the project area
itself: approximately 3% of the potential black cockatoo foraging habitat (not breeding
habitat as this is excluded from the development) and 3% of the potential Western
Ringtail Possum habitat (Biota 2009a).

Further work has now been completed to place this habitat removal into locality and
regional scales. The attached plans shows the extent of native vegetation types
providing potential habitat for black cockatoos and ringtail possums within the project
area and its surrounds at 25 km and 50 km radii from the centre of the wind farm. This
exercise was based on biological interpretation of the regional scale mapping of Beard
(reported on by Smith (1973)). This is the only available spatial data set that provides
vegetation type mapping at suitable scale for this level of analysis. The attached figures
also show the proportion of the respective habitats that are securely reserved in nature
reserves or national parks (‘DEC Managed Lands”). Table 1 below summarises the
relative extent of habitat for species of interest in the locality.

Table 1: Extent of potential habitat for Black-cockatoo species and Western Ringtail
Possums in the Milyeannup locality (all figures in ha).
Black-cockatoo Habitat Western Ringtail Possum Habitat
25 km buffer 50 km buffer 25 km buffer 50 km buffer
DEC Lands 60,877 126,784 2,981 12,917
Other 36,029 276,350 6,590 10,304
Total 96,906 403,134 9,571 23,221

The 24 ha of habitat to be permanently cleared for the wind farm therefore represents
0.02% and 0.25% respectively of the existing foraging habitat for black cockatoos and
habitat for the Ringtail Possum at the locality (25 km radius) scale. The relative loss is
even lower at regional (50 km scale), at <0.01% for Black-cockatoos and 0.1% for
Ringtail Possums. As this shows, the permanent habitat clearing due to the wind farm is
insignificant at locality and regional scales and in Verve Energy’'s view does not justify a
requirement for offsets to mitigate the insignificant impact on the species’ habitat in this
area. The analysis also indicates that there are large extents of habitat for both species
currently secure within the DEC managed conservation estate in the region: 126,784 ha.
of Black-cockatoo habitat and 12,917 ha of Ringtail Possum habitat.

The initial clearing of 42 Ha, where not required for permanent infrastructure such as
roads, hardstands and foundations, will be by slashing and blading, and then mulching
the vegetation (for re-use in rehabilitation) above the ground surface so as to leave the
rootstock and topsoil intact. This is a proven environmental management procedure in
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4.

south-west coastal settings that leads to rapid and successful revegetation of temporary
cleared areas.

2. i. b} The species proposed (including stocking ratios} for construction-phase
rehabilitation (i.e. rehabilitation of all areas not required post construction for wind
farm operation) and anticipated planting density (e.g. stems/m?);

Areas to be rehabilitated that have not been subject to any earthworks cut or fill, i.e. the
majority of the area to be rehabilitated, will regrow from the rootstock that will be left in
situ, at a density and species mix determined by what was present before clearing.

Regrowth is quite rapid in this coastal area as local landowners will testify from their
experience in maintaining farm tracks, and witnessing regrowth that has occurred after
major fires have passed through. Verve Energy’'s own experience with the Albany Wind
Farm project in a similar setting also provides data supporting this view.

On areas that have been covered (by fill) or cut (excavated) by earthworks so as to
prevent regrowth from prior vegetation, rehabilitation will follow a rehabilitation and
monitoring plan to he developed specifically for the site and the site species as was done
for our Albany wind farm construction rehabilitation and as is planned for our Grasmere
wind farm. Details of species proposed and anticipated planting density will be covered
in the rehabilitation and monitoring plan to be prepared for the project.

Please refer to the following reports (sent to you by email on 8 June 2009) as examples
of what will be developed and implemented for the Milyeannup project, with evidence in
these reports of the vegetation recovery that has occurred at Albany, also along the
south coast of WA like Milyeannup. |

e« ‘“Albany Wind Farm Rehabilitation and Landscape Management Plan”, March
2001 (Biota 2001). Please note that Verve Energy was formed in 2006 from the
state-government disaggregation of the original Western Power, and we are the
same section (how in Verve Energy) that built the Albany wind farm when in
Western Power.

¢ "Albany Wind Farm Rehabilitation Review", July 2002 (Biota 2002). This gives an
audit of the wind farm rehabilitation.

+ "Grasmere Wind Farm Revegetation Plan", October 2008 (Biota 2008). This
includes some more recent photos of the Albany wind farm revegetation.|

2. i. ¢) Proposed survivorship rate of planted species;

This will be detailed in the rehabilitation and monitoring plan to be prepared for the
project after its approval to proceed and prior to construction commencing.

2. i. d) Proposed long term weed management measures for the site once
revegetated and any proposed offset site, if applicable;

Long term weed management will be detailed in the operations environmental
management plan to be prepared for the project prior to the commencement of wind farm
operations. Long term weed management will be part of the ongoing operation and
maintenance of the wind farm.

DMS#. 3186586v4




